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governed by principes appointed by the nation in its popular
assembly. These principes administer justice, but with the
aid of a hundred companions or assessors in each district.
Out of them probably are chosen the duces.or leaders of the
host in war, to whose force each district contributes its hundred
fighting men, but whose authority over the allied chieftains is
based on personal prowess, not on delegated or otherwise
vested right. These principes have the privilege of being
attended by a train of comites, who fight for them in battle,
wait on them in peace, and regard the honour of association
with them as more than a compensation for such diminution
of freedom as the relation of patron and dependant involves.
Some of the tribes are led by their principes only. Others
have adopted royalty : possibly in imitation of neighbouring
polities ; possibly as a relic of a patriarchal stage, in which
the family tie was not merely the chief but the only bond of
organization, and the head of the race possessed a priestly
character or represented a semi-divine descent; possibly as
a centre and symbol of unity among confederated tribes,
desiring to embody their own identity in a common hereditary
monarchy. In connexion with this royalty we read ofnobiles,
in blood more dignified, but with no rights other than those
enjoyed by all the freemen of the tribe. The king is chosen
on the ground of noble descent; but his royalty does not, if
we take the simple words of Tacitus, imply much authority :
the communities are governed by their principes chosen in
the national assembly ; and in war they are led by the duces
whose prowess exacts their respect: the whole business of '';he
nation is transacted by the Councils of the nation.

In these Councils, held at stated times and attended by all
the freemen of the tribe, who by admission to the use of arms
have added to their character of members of the family that
of full membership of the civitas, the principes form a
separate body which has authority to determine minor business
and to prepare agenda for the larger gathering. The whole